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Hi. I'm George 
Siemens.

I'm Stephen Downes. And this is...

DAve Cormier, your 
friendly neighbourhood 
moderator! Welcome to 

CCK08 Comix! Today's guest, 
adrian hill, is a student who 
will be sharing with us his 

reflections and 
impressions of the 

course...

I'm adrian hill, and this course has been a roller 
coaster for me! with all its ups and downs, I have 

learned a lot! To begin with, CCK08 was the 
inspiration that I needed to experiment with blogging.
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I began by using 
blogger, and i am still more partial to the 

interfaces that are available in blogger. But NOT BEING 
THE MOST TECHNOLOGICALLY SAVVY individual, I was having trouble 

understanding how to load rss feeds.

I decided to try using wordpress instead, but hadn't deleted my 
blogger account. at the beginning of the course, I spent some tiime 

blogging in both environments, experimenting with sending 
comments from one to the next, also 

experimenting with the feeds.

So in terms of concrete learning that I can point 
to, blogging is one practice that I have learned 
about as a result of this course. 

Blogging at the beginning of the course was an 
odd experience....

Dad, can I use the 
computer?

Not right now, 
sweetie, I want to finish this 

entry...

That's a 
very good 
question!

Why the hell 
am I doing this 

anyways?

YOu said that 
an hour ago! Who are you 

writing to anyways?
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Why was I there? Here's what I said in my moodle introduction:

My name is Adrian Hill, and I live in 
Victoria, BC, Canada.

I am interested in this course because 
I have been following developments 
in the blogosphere related to 
Connectivism for some time, and the 
subject resonates strongly with me on 
many levels. I studied philosophy in 
university, and continue to be very 
interested in educational theory and 
educational philosophy.

I would like to continue to explore 
Connectivism's status as a learning 
theory, and my understanding of 
distributed knowledge as presented 
by Stephen Downes.

For this course to be a success, 
I would like to have the 
opportunity to explore Francisco 
Varela's and others' work on 
autopoeisis, and its relationship 
to Connectivism.

Francisco Varela 
(1946-2001)

Humberto Maturana

Did I achieve my goal? Yes and no. The course was an excuse to try 
and make ssnes of material that I had been planning on reading 

for some time. I finished reading  "the tree of 
knowledge," (varela and maturana, 1998) and "The embodied mind: 
cognitive science and human experience" (varela, Thompson, and 

rosch, 1993) and also read "ethical know-how: action, wisdom and 
cognition" (varela, 1999). But of course these readings led me to 

further articles and books of interest, and I also managed to 
thoroughly distract myeslf by exploring other avenues. 
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What is the quality of my networks? I have certainly 
benefitted from the many connections that I have made both to 
individuals and their published works. being able to 
communicate with others (in my case, predominantly through 
email and blogs) was a validating experience.

some of the many people from whom I have learned during 
this course, From 12:00 going clockwise: Lisa Lane, john 
Mak, Kieth Lyons, Matthias Melcher, Ailsa, Jenny Mackness, 
mike bogle, Rita Kop, ArielLion, Viplav Baxi, Lisa Lane.

but with the expansion of the connectivist 
conversation, I also experienced the uneasy feeling 
that my understanding of connectivism was actually 
weakening, and not growing stronger. the polyphany 
was difficult to navigate at the best of times. 
Polyphrenia reigned...

With the onslaught of links from google alerts and the 
daily, in addition to the moodle threads, I was 
overwhelmed in no time. i believe that the information 
overload was in fact detrimental to my creating 
successful networks, as well as experiencing deep 
connections with others and their work. 

Out of reflecting on this experience on my blog, chris 
lott brought my attention to the term "slow blogging." 
It was an apt approach to the material that I would 
have benefitted from adopting even more than i did.



What is the quality of my networks? I have certainly 
benefitted from the many connections that I have made both to 
individuals and their published works. being able to 
communicate with others (in my case, predominantly through 
email and blogs) was a validating experience.

some of the many people from whom I have learned during 
this course, From 12:00 going clockwise: Lisa Lane, john 
Mak, Kieth Lyons, Matthias Melcher, Ailsa, Jenny Mackness, 
mike bogle, Rita Kop, ArielLion, Viplav Baxi, Lisa Lane.

but with the expansion of the connectivist 
conversation, I also experienced the uneasy feeling 
that my understanding of connectivism was actually 
weakening, and not growing stronger. the polyphany 
was difficult to navigate at the best of times. 
Polyphrenia reigned...

With the onslaught of links from google alerts and the 
daily, in addition to the moodle threads, I was 
overwhelmed in no time. i believe that the information 
overload was in fact detrimental to my creating 
successful networks, as well as experiencing deep 
connections with others and their work. 

Out of reflecting on this experience on my blog, chris 
lott brought my attention to the term "slow blogging." 
It was an apt approach to the material that I would 
have benefitted from adopting even more than i did.



There were some very important practical realizations that were 
inspired by CCk08:

and i might take 
jazz drumming 

lessons.

i want to spend more time gardening.

There is a part of me that wants to continue to read books and articles 
about educational philosophy, systems theory, evolutionary biology and 
psychology, and whatever other inspirations cross my path.

But there is another part of me that is always responding thus:

• i'm tired of spending so much time in my head.

• i've had it with courses. 

• I do not want to go to graduate school.

• i am committed to taking a break from spending SO 
much time on the computer outside of work

• ...unless i finally commit to writing poetry, creative 
fiction, or create a comic book--which i've been 
threatening to do for the last sixteen years.

• there remain blog posts that i am sorry i didn't find 
the time to write, and they may or may not happen in 
the future. and that's okay. 

• the connectivism and connective knowledge course 
actually reinforced many of the views about 
learning and education that have informed my 
educational values over time: 

- different People learn differently. 
- schools are only a small part of the equation. 
- learning needn't necessarily have a design. 
- learning needn't be formally "delivered"
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i do believe, however, that downes' teaching and learning slogans are 
most powerful:

"to teach is to model and demonstrate."
"to learn is to practice and reflect."

In addition, I would suggest that bandler and grinder's suggestions 
are equally important, in terms of how we think:

- we hear words and sounds.
- we see pictures.
- we have feelings.

Siemens' characterization of connectivism, on the "about" tab of the 
connectivism blog remains for me the most concise and useful 
description of the connectivist framework. 

Though I believe that Downes has provided a strong epistemological 
framework for connectivism, in particular in his "learning networks and 
connective knowledge" (2006) paper, i do not feel that the empirical 
evidence for connectivism to be classified as a theory of learning has 
yet been established from within the discipline of education--though 
certainly there is plenty of research from other fields to support the 
reality of brain plasticity and neuronal pathway development being the 
basis for learning.

This course has been an excellent immersion in one instance of 
innovation in education, a subject about which I remain passionate. i am 
most grateful to the instructors, stephen downes and george siemens, 
as well as dave cormier and all the participants in the course.

Soon i will be sharing some of what i have gleaned from the course with 
my colleagues in an information mini-workshop. i look forward to 
sharing what i have learned with others.

in friendship

Adrian
www.memeosphericpressure.wordpress.com

The original inspiration for using this format came from 51st State. Available for 
download at: http://www.appropriationart.ca/wp-content/uploads/2008/06/51_state.pdf

Comic created using the Comic Life software application.

PHOTO CREDITS:

Ailsa
http://amusingspace.blogspot.com/

Viplav Baxi
http://learnoscck08.wordpress.com/about/

Mike Bogle
http://techticker.net/about/

Dave Cormier
http://innovateonline.info/?view=person&id=15387

Stephen Downes
http://www.downes.ca/

Rita Kop
http://fredkop.blogspot.com/

Lisa Lane
http://lisahistory.wordpress.com/2008/11/29/course-recommendations-revamping-a-mooc/
#comments

Keith Lyons
http://keithlyons.wordpress.com/about/

Japanese Garden. GNU Free Documentation License version 1.2. Retrieved Dec. 13, 
2008. Wikimedia Commons.
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:SF_Japanese_Garden.JPG

John Mak
http://suifaijohnmak.wordpress.com/about/

Humberto Maturana
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Maturana.jpg

Matthias Melcher 
http://x28newblog.blog.uni-heidelberg.de/about/

“Neuron-SEM-2.png.” Photo by Nicolas Rougier. GNU General public license. Retrieved 
Dec. 13, 2008. Wikimedia Commons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Neuron-SEM-2.png

George Siemens
http://www.umanitoba.ca/learning_technologies/connectivisim/bio_george.php
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